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Led by Shelton High School instructor Roger McCausland, stu-
dents in the Advanced Construction classes teamed up to build a 
playhouse. The playhouse will be raffled off to raise funds for the 
Relay for Life on June 14 at Shelton High School. Proceeds from 
the raffle benefit the American Cancer Society.  

In addition to completing a valuable community service project, 
the teens worked toward meeting the standards for Apprentice-
ship Level I from the National Center for Construction Excellence 
and Research. 

McCausland and his students are grateful to the many local busi-
nesses who donated materials to make this project possible. 

Interested in learning more about Construction classes at 
Shelton High School? Please e -mail Roger McCausland: 
rmccausland@sheltonschools.org  

Vicki Sawyer to Retire  

Career and Technical Education is:  

¶ Business Education and Marketing  

¶ Family and Consumer Sciences  

¶ Technical Education  

¶ Agriculture/Natural Resources  

SHS Construction Crew Raising Relay Dollars  

Advanced Construction students are shown with the 
playhouse they built to benefit the Relay for Life.  

Vicki Sawyer  

Inside this issue:  

Thirty of the thirty-three years 
Vicki Sawyer has spent as an 
educator have been at Shelton 
High School. The close of this 
school year brings with it the 
onset of Vickiôs retirement. 

During her tenure at SHS, 
Mrs. Sawyer has taught 
Foods, Career Education, 
Pacific Northwest History and 
World Geography. Vicki ad-
mits to being especially fond 
of teaching Human Relations 

and Leadership. ñI have en-
joyed teaching all of the 
classes I have taught and saw 
any new class as a challenge,ò 
said Mrs. Sawyer.  

Vicki will enter retirement tack-
ling chores; sheôll clean out 
the drawers, cupboards and 
closets that need cleaning. 
Once that is accomplished, 
sheôll have time for gardening, 
knitting, sewing and travel. 
Some of that travel will be to 

visit family, including her first 
grandchild. 

Shelton High School and 
countless students owe Vicki 
Sawyer a debt of gratitude. 
Her boundless energy, cheer-
fulness and dedication have 
enriched the campus and the 
community. 

Vicki, we will miss you! 
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It continues to be exciting times for the Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
department in the Shelton School District. Student achievement is on the rise, 
along with community involvement and increasing post-secondary training and 
employment.  My message for this issue of the CTE News is focused on the 
facts of what CTE can do for students. 

 

 1.  Know your options : A CTE course relates academic subjects to the ñreal 
worldò and shows how reading and math are important in everyday situations. 

2.  College Prep and Job Prep : CTE programs can help prepare every stu-
dent for work or college. Many classes in the Shelton School District qualify for 
college Tech Prep Credits already. See your counselor or course catalog for 
details. 

3.  Employment path to success : CTE education is insurance for future suc-
cess. By enrolling in exploratory CTE classes students are made aware of many career pathways that can 
lead to livable wages for life. Explore today! 

4.  Challenge yourself today : CTE courses challenge students to apply theoretical knowledge learned in 
academic and CTE classrooms to practical problems in laboratories and shops. CTE creates basic lifetime 
skills. 

5.  Explore your future : Before you invest in college and make the same old mistake thousands of other 
students do, try a program of study in CTE.  In Shelton we have ñprograms of studyò arranged to guide stu-
dents through a sequence of courses that lead to post secondary training and or employment. 

6.  Help your son or daughter pay for college : Besides ñfreeò college credits available today via the Tech 
Prep program, students can expect to earn more money, more quickly with successful completion of CTE 
programs. 

7.  Non -traditional options :  Choose a suitable career, regardless of stereotypes. CTE prepares men and 
women for good paying, satisfying careers in fields that used to be closed to them, such as technology and 
trades for women and office or healthcare occupations for men. 

8.  Life long habits : Self-confidence, self-awareness, practical problem-solving and teamwork are all em-
phasized in CTE classes. Students can expect to develop a desire to learn, gain a sense of accomplishment 
and build self-assurance that young people need to achieve their own goals. 

 

Career and technical education is education for success  after high school. Whether your goal is an associ-
ates or bachelorôs degree or even an MBA, MD or PhD, the benefits of CTE are clear. A concentration in a 
CTE field will do wonders for your future career with or without a degree. Until next time, keep focused on 
your future! 

 

Sincerely, 

Pat Cusack 
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Pat Cusack  

Apprenticeship 

information can 

be found on the 

Washington State 

Department of 

Labor and Indus-

tries website: 

www.lni.wa.gov/

TradesLicensing/

Apprenticeship/

default.asp  

Workforce Facts ð by the 

Numbers  

 

$52,380 

the average first year earning of 
an apprenticeship completer in 

2005. 

59 

the percent of annual job open-
ings in Washington State that 
will require one month or more 
of postsecondary training be-

tween 2007 -2012. 

22 

the percent of Washington 
State employers in 2005 who 
had difficulty finding qualified 
job applicants with occupation -

specific skills.  

18,900 

the number of Washington 
State employers who had diffi-
culty finding workers with a 

vocational certificate in 2005.  

51 

the percent of Washington 
State high school graduates 
who were enrolled in postsec-
ondary education one year after 

graduation in 2004.  

70 

the percent of Washington 
State high school students who 

graduated 'on -time' in 2004.  

31,000 

the number of new job open-
ings in Washington State pro-
jected between 2007 -2012 for 
those with less than four years 

of postsecondary training.  

33 

the percent of Washington 
State high school graduates 
who did not go on to postsec-

ondary education in 2004.  

62 

the percent of Washington 
State residents over 25 who 
had some postsecondary edu-

cation in 2000.  

$38,000 

the additional income a high 
school completer in 2005 can 

expect to earn over a lifetime.  

(Source: Workforce Training & 
Education Coordinating Board: 
www.wtb.wa.gov/
Pubs_WorkforceFacts.asp) 

 
Exploring Pathways to Apprenticeship  

On March 26, the Construc-
tion Center of Excellence in 
Renton was the site of the 
Pathways to Apprenticeship 
conference. Pat Cusack, 
Career and Technical Edu-
cation Director for Shelton 
School District, attended  the 
event, along with Cricket 
Carter and Carol English, 
educational assistants in the 
SHS Career Center. 

Apprenticeship is an ñearn-
while-you-learnò route to a 
wide variety of living wage 

careers, including carpenter, 
electrician and ironworker.  

At the event, young appren-
tices spoke about the con-
struction industry, their train-
ing programs, and how they 
entered the field. Many more  
panel sessions, as well as 
tours of selected training 
facilities, left those who at-
tended feeling better pre-
pared to guide students in-
terested in pursuing an ap-
prenticeship. 
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SHS Leaders Show Skills at State Competition  

Above, Shelton High Schoolôs SkillsUSA Leadership Team members 
gather at the State Competition.  Seated, from left to right , are Michael 
King, Gabe McGill, Kim Yates, Luke Pittman. Skylar Gardenhire, Josh 
Carter, Caleb McGill, Chris Banks and Donovan Metcalf  are standing.  

Congratulations to Shelton High 
Schoolôs SkillsUSA State Gold 
Medal winner, Luke Pittman. 
Luke finished first in the state in 
the  Extemporaneous Speech 
category. He was given a topic, 
then allowed five minutes to 
prepare before giving a speech 
of three-five minutes, using no 
notes. Luke did an extraordinary 
job, speaking for four minutes 
and forty-five seconds on the 
topic of goals and how goals 
have guided him through his 
education in preparation for his 
career plans.  
  

Congratulations also to Gabe 
McGill, Josh Carter , Donovan 
Metcalf , and Caleb McGill for 
earning Bronze Medals for their 
third place finish in the Commu-
nity Service category. This com-
petition required competitors to 
participate in a community ser-
vice project; the SHS contingent 
had been involved in the "Use 
Another Word" campaign. They 
were required to prepare and 
present a notebook detailing the 
project, then give an oral pres-
entation to a panel of judges.  
  

Although not receiving medals 
this year in the Job Interview 
category, Caleb  McGill  and 
Skylar Gardenhire made it into 
the final round of that competi-
tion. Chris Banks, Skylar Gar-
denhire , Gabe McGill , and 
Luke Pittman also competed 
very respectfully in the Knowl-
edge/Quiz Bowl category.  Gabe 
also competed in the Prepared 
Speech category. Skylar and 
Luke competed in Related Tech-
nical Math, finishing just out of 
contention for medals. Michael 
King and Donovan Metcalf also 
were competitors in the Job 
Interview category. Skylar and 
Michael also competed in the 
Automotive Maintenance event.  
 

  

Luke Pittmanôs performance has 
secured him a spot at the na-
tional competition in Kansas 
City, MO. Bronze Medal winners 
are currently listed as alternates 
for their competition category. 
 
 
The SkillsUSA advisors at Shel-
ton High School are Carl 
Schlegel and Julia Kleutsch . 

Above,  the bronze medalist members of the Community Ser-
vice Team are Josh Carter, Caleb McGill, Gabe McGill  and 
Donovan Metcalf.  

Above, left to right, are Caleb McGill, Michael King, Skylar 
Gardenhire and Christian Aldrich, SkillsUSA Automotive com-
petitors.  

SkillsUSA members took to the track at the Lacey Grand Prix on May 3.  
Pictured above, at the center of the pack in the red car, is Skylar Garden-
hire, a senior at Shelton High School.  

For more information about SkillsUSA, contact 
Julia Kleutsch at jkleutsch@sheltonschools.org  


