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JPR Team Readies for the Workplace  

On January 28, five Shelton High School special needs 
students attended the SkillsUSA Job Placement Readi-
ness (JPR) Competition. This event is designed to 
evaluate student readiness when applying for employ-
ment in chosen occupational areas and understanding 
of the process and procedures required. Just as in a 
job interview competition, these students are evaluated 
on completing a résumé, filling out an application for 
employment, interview skills and a portfolio. 

SHSôs JPR team members are a part of a joint venture 
with Olympic Collegeôs eleven year old Life Learning 
Program, which prepares students ages 18-21 with 
developmental disabilities for transition from the school 
environment to the community at large. Team Leaders 
Gar Thornton and Donna Lantz have done a remark-

able job of preparing their students for the workforce. 
Many of their students are already in the community on 
the job with work-study positions. 

We are proud to announce that students Leroy Parker, 
Robert Lowery , Seth Draves , and Josh Guynes -
Champney  all successfully qualified for the Regional 
SkillsUSA competition, scheduled for February 21 in 
Bremerton. Student Nathaniel Jay will be attending as 
an alternate. òI was so impressed by our studentsô abil-
ity to step up to this challenge,ò said Donna Lantz. ñThe 
skills they are learning by being a part of SkillsUSA will 
be valuable in the future to themselves and to their fu-
ture employers.ò 

Above are team members Josh Guynes -Champney, Robert Lowery, Leroy 
Parker and Seth Draves.  

http://www.skillsusawashington.org/?q=node/24
http://www.olympic.edu/Campuses/Shelton/


 

Page 2 
 

Shelton School District welcomes our newest Career and Technical Education teachers! 

At Shelton High School, Phil Thomas  leads the Automotive program, Janet Toney joins 
the Family and Consumer Sciences team, Kasey Robbins teaches Sports Medicine and 
Gina Capsel  teaches American Sign Language. Roy Conover  is now the Natural Re-
sources instructor at Oakland Bay Junior High School. 

From the Directorõs Desk 

Hello again and welcome to the 08-09 winter edition of the Shelton School District CTE news-
letter. Twice a year, we hope to bring you the latest successes of our students, teachers and 
programs. In this issue you will find wonderful stories of student leadership, community ser-
vice, special accomplishments and miscellaneous career activities. 

 

Registration for 2009-10 is approaching quickly! This is a very important 
time and we need to pay close attention to our individual role as we work 
with students on registration. We have valuable resources that can pro-
vide relevant information to make choices that will better prepare stu-
dents for their post-secondary experiences. These resources can be 
helpful to students planning to attend a four-year university, community 
college, technical college, apprenticeship or students wishing to get a job. 
You have access to knowledgeable staff, online and hard copy materials 

that provide outstanding information able to educate a student and/or their 
family on what course of study makes the best sense for the balance of a studentôs high 
school career. 

 

We are fortunate to have high quality staff throughout the district. Our counselors, career cen-
ter staff and instructors are all trained and experienced in educational guidance in one form or 
another. Particularly important are staff that sit with students as they select classes. During 
this time itôs very important to understand all the resources you have available and know how 
to use them. Online at www.sheltonschools.org you will find links to our schools and links to 
course descriptions. The course catalog  for each building is another great source. There you 
will find graduation requirements, career cluster information and connections to outside re-
sources such as www.workforceexplorer.com  I encourage all of us to use resources to their 
fullest extent. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

Pat Cusack 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION NEWS  

For more information about Career and Technical Education 

programs in the Shelton School District, contact Pat Cusack:  

pcusack@sheltonschools.org  

Pat Cusack  

http://www.sheltonschools.org/
http://www.workforceexplorer.com/
mailto:mailto:pcusack@sheltonschools.org


 

ñI got to actually operate the 
heavy machinery and do on -the-

job types of industry activities.ò 

 

~ Don Chappell, SHS student 
and Construction Career Day 

participant  
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Construction Team Builds Skills for the Future  

SkillsUSA Team Leaders at Shelton High School are 
Charles Hegsted (Welding), Phil Cooper  (Computer 
Repair), Gina Capsel (American Sign Language), Keith 
Thomas (Photography), Roger McCausland 
(Construction), and Gar Thornton and Donna Lantz 
(Job Placement Readiness.) For more information, con-
tact the SkillsUSA chapter advisor, Julia Kleutsch : 
jkleutsch@sheltonschools.org.  

On October 8, Shelton High Schoolôs SkillsUSA 
Construction Team attended the Construction 
Career Day at the Enumclaw County Fair and 
Expo Center. This free event was part of a na-
tional endeavor to educate high school students 
about careers in the con-
struction industry.  

Participants had the op-
portunity to network with 
local industry profession-
als while participating in 
hands-on activities with 
construction equipment 
such as cranes, road 
equipment, electrical 
trucks and survey equip-
ment. Indoor displays 
were varied; building with 
brick and mortar was just 
one of the presentations 
offered. Students were 
also educated about high 
voltage line workers. 
Representatives of ap-
prenticeship programs 
addressed the students 
about labor shortages in 
the future and the need for younger skilled work-
ers to enter the workforce. 

Women in Welding  

Are you an undiscovered welding diva? Come and light your fire at this intensive welding workshop. Get your hands on the 
tools of the trade; learn thermal cutting and gas oxyacetylene welding, safely and expertly. 

Two workshops are available: 9 a.m.ð3 p.m., at the Olympic College Shelton Weld Shop on HWY 101, 50 W Fredson Road 

on Saturday, April 18, and Saturday, May 9. 

For additional information and registration, contact Olympic College Shelton, (360) 432 -5400. 

Workshop is supported through: Workforce Development and Carl Perkins funds 

Construction Career Day is hosted by Washing-
ton Women in Trades, an organization whose 
goal is to educate, promote and celebrate women 
in non-traditional careers. Shelton High School  
students Katrina Luna and Ashlynn Miller took 

advantage of the out-
ing and gained expo-
sure to opportunities 
in construction for 
young women. 

The Construction 
Team is presently 
gearing up for the 
SkillsUSA Regional 
Skills Competition to 
be held on February 
19. The Pacific 
Mountain Alliance in 
Satsop hosts the 
event. We wish con-
tinued success to the 
Construction Team! 

Katrina Luna is pictured above with a Seattle City Light 
journeyman.  

mailto:mailto:jkleutsch@sheltonschools.org
http://www.wawomenintrades.com/
http://www.wawomenintrades.com/
http://www.pacificmountainalliance.org
http://www.pacificmountainalliance.org


 
To learn more about DECA or Marketing 
classes at Shelton High School, contact 

Jane Mahony:  

jmahony@sheltonschools.org  
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Shelton High Schoolôs DECA Chapter 
has had a busy year.  October 26 - 28,  
advisor Jane Mahony, twenty-five stu-
dents and two chaperones attended the 
Fall Leadership Conference in Belle-
vue. The students attended leadership 
classes and break-out sessions and 
listened to keynote speakers.  

On January 14, twelve DECA students 
competed in role play scenarios at 
DECA Area Competition in Olympia. 
Jacob Myers and Andrea Gonzalez 
qualified at the competition and they will 
join Jared Ibarra , Oak Schuetz , 
Arturo Martinez , Molly Mahony, Katie 
Enslow , Becca Huisman , Ashley 
Hoskins  and Marissa Hubble at the 
State DECA Competition in March.  

Above, DECA members Jared Ibarra, Angela Stepper and Oak Schuetz  
sort  donations to the DECA food drive.  

The Future Business Lead-
ers of America  (FBLA) 
chapter at Shelton High 

School recently launched a DJ business. The enter-
prise is managed by  FBLAôs student members.  
Oakland Bay Junior High School recently hired the 
business to provide music for the Winter Ball. In addi-
tion to offering a wide variety of music, students  run 
the service professionally, cooperating with clients to 
understand guidelines and expectations. 
 
For more information about FBLA or the DJ business, 
please contact FBLA advisor Chris Nesmith: 
cnesmith@sheltonschools.org 
 

FBLA News  

DECA News  

DECA Community Service Projects: 
This school year, DECA has completed a 
food drive and collected over 1,000 pounds 
of food for The Saintsô Pantry. Members 
also coordinated  a book drive benefitting 
the Shelton School District Special Educa-
tion program.  The DECA teens found time 
to assist Mt. View Elementary School fifth 
graders with a holiday fundraiser as well.  

On December 14, Shelton High School instructor Phil 
Cooper accompanied Principals of Engineering students 
Arhyel Christopher , Kris Maiava , Jesse Evans , Robert 
LeBleue and James Goin to Bellevue for The First Tech 
Challenge robotics competition. For five weeks prior to 
the event, the teens designed, constructed and tested 
their robots. 

The young engineers were able to participate with assis-
tance from the Pacific Mountain Workforce Development 
Council (PMWDC), who contributed funds available 
through a grant from the Workforce Innovation in Re-
gional Economic Development (WIRED), a United States 
government organization. The grant covered registration 
for two teams from Shelton High School and materials to 
build two robots, including hardware and software. Trans-
portation costs to the challenge were also provided.  

Due to adverse weather conditions, some teams were 
unable to  make it to the event. For those who did, includ-
ing Sheltonôs Ticklebots and Beelzebots teams, it was a 
worthwhile endeavor. Teams from different schools 
helped each other to ready their robots for the ring, shar-
ing solutions to problems and demonstrating great team 
spirit and effort. Because of the weather circumstances 
and the inability of some teams to attend, the contest was 
not scored; there will be another opportunity to place for 
national competition later this year.  

The First Tech Challenge proved to be a productive 
learning experience for the Shelton High School students 
involved. Congratulations on a fine engineering feat! 

First Tech Challenge  

mailto:mailto:jmahony@sheltonschools.org

